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Armenian culture and heritage are truly those of a Diaspora people, scattered
throughout the European continent and well beyond. But most Armenian cul-
tural heritage outside the Republic of Armenia originates in today’s Turkey.

This legacy has been taboo in Turkey, as the republic tried to forget its Arme-
nians after the 1915 genocide, whose very evocation is highly controversial
there. Over the 20th Century, very many buildings and artefacts that betrayed
the Armenian presence have been destroyed or left to decay, and much has
been forgotten. But much also remains, that can be reclaimed from oblivion.

A journey of rediscovery is now underway in Turkey. After many decades
in which the very memory of the Armenian presence in Anatolia had dis-
appeared from public consciousness, opinion leaders and the gener-
al public are beginning to rediscover the country’s Armenian heritage.

These efforts are exemplified by the success of such cultural productions as a photo
exhibition called “My Dear Brother” and of several novels and artistic productions.
Armenians, whether in the EU, in Turkey or in Armenia, have an interest in sharing
in this rediscovery. It is time Europe too rediscovered Armenian heritage in Turkey.

This rediscovery is important and the EU should embrace it :

* The ability of Turkish society to conduct a conversation about Armenian pres-
ence and heritage is a litmus test for the current opening up of Turkish society.

e Turkey’s cultural diversity, if it is acknowledged, is a source of so-
cial vigour, economic strength and international credit for the country.

e Europe, finally, is also about culture and heritage. The EU has a man-
date for heritage conservation: it has committed itself to the protec-
tion of cultural capital in the EU as well as in candidate country Turkey.

This conference aims to highlight the process of rediscovery underway and to illus-
trate it through the work of some of the individuals involved. It will show how much
is to be gained by joining in this public conversation in Turkey and internationally
and by helping to rediscover and salvage what previous generations have passed
on to us. It will also highlight the relevance of this development from an EU per-
spective and outline some avenues to explore in order to move the process forward.

This conference is organized by AGBU Europe under the patronage of
Bernard Lehideux ,MER with the support of the ADLE group. It is a contri-
bution to the European Year for Intercultural Dialogue.

AGBU Europe gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Hein-
rich Boll Foundation, Brussels office.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM

9.30 Cultural Rediscovery? AWelcome and Introduction
Nicolas Tavitian, AGBU Europe

9.40 EU Enlargement and the Dialogue of Cultures
Michael Leigh, Director General, European Commission Directorate General for En-
largement

10.00 Turkey Rediscovers its Armenian Heritage
Fethiye Cetin, Author, “My Grandmother”

10.20 The Armenian Contribution to Turkey
Osman Kéker, historian, creator of the exhibition “My Dear Brother”

10.40 Armenian Cultural Heritage in Turkey
Patrick Donabedian, Professeur, Université de Provence

11.00 Europe’s Armenian Cultural Heritage fromTurkey
Vahe Tachjian, historian, Nubarian Library, AGBU

11.20 Salvage and Nurture: Re-Inventing Turkish Armenians
Ara Sarafian, historian

11.40 -13.00 Panel Discussion : the European Union and the Turkish - Arme-
nian Story

Cem Ozdemir, MEP, Ulrike Dufner, Director of the Istanbul office of the Heinrich Boll
Foundation and Alexis Govciyan, President, AGBU Europe

13.00 Reception

Registration
To register, please fill in the form attached to this leaflet or write to AGBU indicating
your full name, address and date of birth. Please note that access to the Parliament will

not be possible without advance registration.

Registration deadline: November 4, 2008



